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Ban all construction in and around Badrinath: Experts  

 On earthquake and landslide workshop held at Gopeshwar, experts said that any building 

activity around Badrinath caused a great danger of erosion and landslides in the extremely fragile 

environment. Earth scientists, engineering experts and environmentalists had a dialogue and exchange 

of views on building safe houses and taking other measures of survival in that seismic zone, where 

tectonic activity was taking place continuously. A suggestion was made for setting up a Himalayan 

Disaster Mitigation Centre, which would have all the data of seismic activity. 

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES: June 7, 1999 

 

Disaster up north: melting glaciers may unleash floods  

 Melting Himalayan glaciers may unleash a torrent of floods in mountain valleys of north India 

within next 40 years and after flood these rivers would dry up due to lack of glaciers. The study reveal 

by environmentalist Syed Iqbal Hasnain that the rate of ice accumulation is lower than that of melting 

due to global warming, thereby triggering death of Himalayan glaciers. Himalayan glaciers in Uttar 

Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim have reduced considerably, and by the year 2035 most of them 

will vanish at their present rate of decline. Recession of glaciers may decrease water resources and 

increase glacier related hazards like floods caused by sudden outburst of glacier lakes cause a serious 

threat in India, Nepal, Bhutan, Pakistan and China. 

THE ECONOMIC TIMES: June 10, 1999 

 

Environmentalists up in arms against Himachal Govt’s move   
 The de-notification of a part of the Great Himalayan National Park (GHNP) in Kullu district 

by the Himachal Pradesh Government for setting up of a hydro-electric project, is being opposed by 

environmentalists. About 10 km
2
 of the GHNP itself and a lot of its buffer zone would be affected by 

proposed 2051MW Parbati Hydel Project at the district. The environmentalists opposing the exclusion 

of this area from ‘great ecological, faunal, floral, geomorphologic and geological importance of 

GHNP’ and demanding restoration of the status of the Park. 

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES: June 15, 1999 

 

Himalayan glaciers recede  
 Incidents of landslides, changes in river regimes and floods will increase as Himalayan 

glaciers including the Gangotri glacier recede at a phenomenal rate, according to experts of Geological 

Survey of India. Most geologists agree that global warming combined with large scale deforestation 

and increased human activity near the glacier have let to the increased rate of recession. Inspite of the 

fact that Himalayan waters are the lifeblood of millions of Indians, the Government is ignoring, even 

various initiatives being taken out by our neighboring countries to monitor glaciers.  

THE STATESMAN: July 1, 1999 

 

Loktak lake dying a slow death  
 Loktak, the biggest natural lake in north-east India is dying, as out of its 289 km

2
 area, at least 

206 km
2
 is covered by bio-mass, according to scientists. About 30 small rivers in Manipur along with 

2,000 fisherfolk, who have made home on the lake, are dumping all kinds of debris into the lake. 

Before the construction of Ithal Barrage for power generation, most of the rivers did not empty 

themselves into the lake and flowed towards Myanmar, but the Loktak Hydroelectric Project had 

aggravated the problem. 

THE HINDU: July 20, 1999 

 

 

Extinction of snow leopards threatens mountain bio-diversity  

 Though the demand for fur made by snow leopard pelts may have gone down, but the demand 

for bones and body parts as marketable items for use in traditional Chinese medicine has gone up, 

according to the Conservation Director of the International Snow Leopard Trust. The estimated figure 

of this endangered species is about 4500-7500 are distributed through the mountain ranges of China, 

Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, and other south Asian states. Erosion of traditional knowledge, reduced 

herder vigilance, increased livestock numbers, and other animal husbandry changes are emerging as a 
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grave threat to the endangered cat. Conservationists see an urgent need to continue long term research, 

which should focus on management issues like livestock depredation and rangeland competition 

between domestic stock and wild ungulates. 

Ramyata Limbu for THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS: August 1, 1999 

 

ladV esa gS fgeky; ds dLrwjh eladV esa gS fgeky; ds dLrwjh eladV esa gS fgeky; ds dLrwjh eladV esa gS fgeky; ds dLrwjh e ```` x dk vfLrRox dk vfLrRox dk vfLrRox dk vfLrRo     
 vUrZjk”V~h; cktkj esa fgeky; dh lqxaf/kr dLrwjh dh c<+rh ekax us dLrwjh e`x dh iztkfr 
ds vfLrRo dks gh ladV esa Mky fn;k gSA ;g 14]000 ls 18]000 QhV dh pkbZ ij fgeky; ds 
cqX;kyksa o cQhZy s {ks=ksa esa ik;k tkrk gSA dLrwjh dh rhoz lqxU/k gh iztuu dky esa eknk e`x dks 
vkdf”kZr djrh gSA dLrwjh e`x ,dkdh gksrs gSA vehjks ds ’kkSd ds dkj.k buds voS/k vk[ksV o 
vUrZjk”V~hZ; cktkj e sa c<+rh ekax us bl iztkfr ds vfLrRo dks ladV dh fLFkfr esa Mky fn;k gSA 
fgeky; {ks= dh dLrwjh vR;Ur lqxaf/kr gksrh gSa] orZeku esa dLrwjh e`x tks fd iwoZ esa lEiw.kZ fgeky; 
{ks= esa ik;k  tkrk Fkk] vc dsoy peksyh] m Rrjdk’kh o fiFkkSjkx<+ esa gh  lhfer la[;k esa jg x, gSaA 
baVj us’kuy ;wfu;u QkWaj datjos’ku ds dM+s funsZ’kksa esa dLrwjh e`x dks ladVxzLr iztkfr dh Js.kh esa 
?kksf”kr fd;k x;k gSA o”kksZ ls dLrwjh dh rLdjh dk LoZx cus peksyh ,oa fiFkkSjkx<+ ls dLrwjh fons’kksa 
dks vkiwfrZ gksrh jgh gSaA fiFkkSjkx<+ tks usiky ls yxk {ks= gS] bl jkLrs usiky o ogka ls gkaxdkax] 
tkiku o QWzkal ds fy, fgeky; dh dLrwjh dh rLdjh csjksdVksd tkjh gSA ,d uj dLrwjh e`x ls 
30 ls 50 xzke rd gh dLrwjh feyrh gSA 25 ls 30 uj e`x ekjus ij gh 1 fdyks dLrwjh fey 
ikrh gSA vkDlQksMZ fo’ofo|ky; bXySaM+ esa dk;Zjr Mk0 xzhu ftUgksus 1976 ls 1978 rd dLrwjh 
e`xksa ij fgeky; {ks= esa ’kks/k dk;Z fd;k FkkA mUgksus ml le; crk;k Fkk fd ,d n’kd esa yxHkx 
5]350 ls 16]000 dLrwjh e`x fgeky; {ks= esa ekjs tkrs gSaA 

       vej mtkyk% vxLr 24] 1999 
 

phM+ ds ophM+ ds ophM+ ds ophM+ ds o ```` {k i;kZoj.k ds fy, ?kkrd{k i;kZoj.k ds fy, ?kkrd{k i;kZoj.k ds fy, ?kkrd{k i;kZoj.k ds fy, ?kkrd     
    dqekma fo’ofo|ky; ds Mh,lch ifjlj uSuhrky ds ouLifr foHkkx ds izks0 vkj0 Mh0 [kqYcs 

us LoLF; i;kZoj.k ds fy, pkSM+h iRrh okys isM+ksa dks c<+kok nsus ds m}s’; ls vke yksxksa ls tkx:d 
gksus dh vihy djrs gq, dgk fd PkhM+ ds oz{k i;kZoj.k ds fy, ?kkrd gksus ds lkFk lkFk budh 
vf/kdrk ls taxy esa ikuh dh deh ds lkFk&lkFk vEyrk dk izHkko Hkh rsth ls QSy jgk gS ftl dkj.k 
igkM+ esa vusd tM+h cwfV;ksa ds mRiknu ij foijhr izHkko iM+ jgk gSA mUgksus va/kk/kqa/k fuekZ.k dk;Z 
ds lkFk&lkFk phM+] ;wdsfyIVl vkfn ds izksRlkgu ij xgjh fpUrk O;Dr dhA 

                    nSfud tkxj.k% vxLr 25] 1999     
    
uSuh >hy dks cpkus ds fy, tuSuh >hy dks cpkus ds fy, tuSuh >hy dks cpkus ds fy, tuSuh >hy dks cpkus ds fy, t kkkk y fudklh dh u;h O;oLFkk djuh gksxhy fudklh dh u;h O;oLFkk djuh gksxhy fudklh dh u;h O;oLFkk djuh gksxhy fudklh dh u;h O;oLFkk djuh gksxh     
 ;kstuk vk;ksx dk ekuuk gS fd ;fn mRrj izns’k ds dqekma {ks= esa uSuhrky vkSj Hkherky 
dh >hyksa ds vkd”kZ.k dks cpk ;s j[kuk gS rks bl {ks= esa ikuh dh fudklh dh O;oLFkk dks pkd pkScan  
j[kuk gksxk rkfd HkwL[kyu dks jksdk tk ldsA uSuhrky o Hkherky dh izflf} >hyksa dh rygVh esa 
xkn teus dh otg ls de gksrh tk jgh xgjkbZ vkSj  le; le; ij ogka gksus oky s HkwL[kyu ij 
;kstuk vk ;ksx ds ,d v/;;u  esa ;g fu”d”kZ lkeus vk;s gSaA vk;ksx dk ekuuk gS fd xkn teus dk 
dze blh rjg tkjh jgk rks tYnh gh bu >hyksa dk vkd”kZ.k lekIr gks tk ,xkA vk;ksx  us ukosZ ds 
fo’ks”kKksa ds tfj, bldk v/;;u djk;k gSA ;kstuk vk;ksx ds mik/;{k ds0lh0 iUr ds funsZ’k ds ckn 
vk;ksx ds ,d izfrfuf/keaM+y  us twu 1999 esa uSuhrky ftys dk nkSjk dj uSuhrky o Hkherky dh 
>hyksa dh de gksrh xgjk;h dh tkap dh o bl ckr ij xgjh fpUrk O;Dr dh gS fd bu nksuksa >hyk sa 
dh xgjkbZ vk’p;Ztud <ax ls de gksrh tk jgh gSaA 1950 esa uSuhrky >hy dh xgjkbZ 24 ehVj 
FkhA ysfdu orZeku esa ;g de gksdj 17 ehVj rd vk pqdh gSA vk;ksx dk ekuuk gS fd ;fn fLFkfr 
;gh jgh rks vxys nl&ianzg lky esa xgjkbZ 10 ehVj rd vk tk,xhA 
       nSfud tkxj.k% vxLr 25] 1999 
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Shell-shocked animals disappear  from J-K  
 The rare species of Kargil in Jammu & Kashmir disappeared from their native areas after the 

outbreak of recent Indo-Pak conflict. The victims are snow leopards, wolves, brown beer and ibex, 

mostly found in Drass, Batalik, Kargil and Karakurrum in Turtuk - all affected by the recent two-

month-long conflict between India and Pakistan. Though the wildlife warden in Ladakh confirmed that 

the two-month-long shelling in Kargil did affect the wildlife, with rare species having migrated to safer 

places, but denied any casualties among these. With Pakistani shells still occasionally hitting the area, 

these wild animals are not returning to their native places. 

THE INDIAN EXPRESS: September 21, 1999 

 

cM+s cka/kk s cM+s cka/kk s cM+s cka/kk s cM+s cka/kk s ls u igkM+ks dk fgr] u eSnkuksa dk % cgqxq.kkls u igkM+ks dk fgr] u eSnkuksa dk % cgqxq.kkls u igkM+ks dk fgr] u eSnkuksa dk % cgqxq.kkls u igkM+ks dk fgr] u eSnkuksa dk % cgqxq.kk     
 iz[;kr i;kZoj.kfon lqanj yky cgqxq.kk us igkM+kas dh [kq’kgkyh vkSj eSnkuksa dh lqj{kk dks 
lqfuf’pr djus okyh ,d O;kid  fgeky; uhfr cuk, tkus dh ekax dh gSaA Jh cgqxq.kk us cM+s cka/k 
cuk, tkus dk fojks/k djrs gq, dgk fd blls u rks igkM+ksa dk fgr gksxk vkSj  u eSn kuksa dkA cM+s 
cka/kks dh dHkh u dHkh VwVus dh vk’kadk cuh jgrh gS vkSj ,slh fLFkfr esa eSnkuh Hkkxksa esa izy; e p 
tk,xhA mUgksus lq>ko fn;k fd fVgjh ifj;kstuk esa cka/k cukus dh ctk; lqjaxks ls xqtjus okyh 
ikuh ds izokg ls gh fctyh iSnk djus ds iz;kl fd, tk us pkfg,A igkM+ks ij l?ku oz{kkjksi.k d s 
tfj, ty lalk/kuksa dh cckZnh jksdh tkuh pkfg,A mUgksuss lQsnk rFkk phM+ dks i;kZoj.k ds fy, 
[krjukd crk;kA Jh cgqxq.kk igkM+ksa ds fy, ikap izdkj dh oz{k iztkfr;ksa dh flQkfj’k djrs gSaA 
HkksT; inkFkZ ,oa Qy nsus okys oz{k] bZ/ku rFkk bekjrh  ydM+h okys oz{k] moZjd nsus oky s oz{k] 
Ik’kqpkjk nsus okys oz{k  vk Sj js’ksnkj oz{kA mUgksus dgk fd vaxzstksa us O;k olkf;d nzf”Vdks.k viukrs 
gq, fgeky; esa dsoy bekjrh ydM+h ds isM+ksa dks c<+kok fn;kA mUgksus dgk fd mfpr ou lajpuk ls 
ioZrh; {ks= dh ufn;ks ds izokg dks fu;fer djds u dsoy ikuh dh cckZnh jksdh tk ldrh gS] cfYd 
ck<+ ds [krjs ls Hkh cpk tk ldrk gSaA c<+rs iznw”k.k ds bl ;qx esa thou ok;q vkDlhtu rFkk is;ty 
dh ’kq}rk rFkk izpqjrk ouks ls gh laHko gSaA 

 uoHkkjr VkbZEl% flrEcj 18] 1999 
 

Gangotri may vanish in ten years: experts  
 The Gangotri Conservation Project (GCP), jointly administered by Government of India, State 

Government of Uttar Pradesh, Himalayan Environment Trust, environment experts and local 

representatives have recommended a monitoring station at Gangotri in view of disturbing reports about 

the Bhagirathi river shrinking drastically. The main objectives set out for GCP are to green and clean 

the Gangotri basin, develop low cost sanitation schemes and schemes for solid waste disposal, develop 

alternative energy programmes for conservation of environment with maximum involvement of local 

populace. 

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES: September 27, 1999 

Mining aggravates floods 
 The rainy season, this year has left an unbearable tale of disaster, thousands of people homeless, 

hundreds of acres of fertile land has been ravaged by the floods in Himachal Pradesh. The state 

government has suffered an estimated loss of Rs. 500 crore. In Kangra district alone over 100 link roads 

were damaged and yet to be restored. The reckless, unscientific mining and quarrying in the state have 

been attributed to be a major cause for the repeated flashfloods in this region. It is revealed that illegal 

mining and quarrying has taken a new turn in the past few years and political interference in the 

functioning of Forest and Mining Departments had worsened the matters. Experts feel that if no effective 

measures are adopted and sincere efforts made, the fury of floods will continue to hit the ecology of the 

state year after year.  

THE TRIBUNE: October 2, 1999 

 

 

NSCN, DHD ultras denuding NC Hills, Karbi Anglong forests 

 The rich forest cover of the two hill districts of North Cachar Hills and Karbi Anglong is under 

threat of denudation as the banned NSCN and local militant outfits are indulging in the illegal felling of 

trees by issuing permits to some timber contractors. In spite of being fully aware of the militants activities, 
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the police officials are helpless to take proper action against the culprits, because of the difficult terrain in 

the border areas due to extremely harsh conditions and the shortage of adequate staff. 

THE SENTINEL: October 6, 1999 

Anti-quake building in N-E planned 

 The Indian Concrete Institute in Manipur is designing earthquake resistant buildings in the 

North-East to reduce the damage induced by the frequent tremors as the region is considered one of the 

most earthquake-prone zones in the world. Engineers and architects in the state have made a breakthrough 

in developing quake-resistant buildings. Prof. S.K. Jain of IIT has recommended the replacement of the 

traditional timber, with alternate material without changing the quake-resistant features of the ‘Assam-

type’ houses.  

THE TELEGRAPH: October 19, 1999 

Bid to preserve Wullar lake 

 To preserve the world famous Wullar lake in North Kashmir, the largest freshwater lake in Asia, 

the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests has banned all types of industrial activity within seven 

km of the lake. In a notification issued recently, the ministry has impressed upon the State Pollution 

Control Board that no industrial activity should be allowed within the prescribed limit. Besides the lake 

has been declared a wetland, also been identified by the Environment Department for special attention in 

environmental point of view. 

THE STATESMAN: October 21, 1999 

Rehabilitation issue likely to delay Tehri project 

 Evacuation of the old town and villages in the Tehri valley, as scheduled, remains an impossible 

task even as the game of passing the buck continues unabated. The task of rehabilitation of more then 

30,000 oustees was handed over to the state government authorities after persistent complaints about 

insensitivity, irregularities and corruption by the officials of the Tehri Hydro Development Corporation. 

According to the survey, not less tan 9,546 families are yet to be rehabilitated. The next stage of 

construction of the dam project which involves filling up a substantial portion of the proposed reservoir. 

Besides over a 15,000 population of the Old Tehri, as many as 125 villages would be affected by the 

reservoir. Of these 37 villages are likely to be submerged completely, while remaining 88 would be 

partially submerged. 

 


