Rare dolphin species
spotted in Harike lake

The Hindu, Friday, 11
January 2008

A high-level team of the World Wild Fund for Nature
(WWF) has suggested an in-depth study to ascertain the
circumstances that preceded the spotting of six rare
freshwater dolphins in the lake upstream of the Harike
barrage at the confluence of the Sutlej and Beas rivers in
Punjab. The WWF team of experts, led by Senior Co-
ordinator of the Freshwater and Wetlands Programme,
Sandeep Behera, making a presentation to Punjab Forest and
Wildlife Minister Tikshan Sud confirmed that the rare
species of the aquatic mammal spotted by Divisional Forest
Officer Basanta Rajkumar was indeed Platanista gangetica,
a freshwater dolphin found in the Indus Gangetic river
system. Popularly referred to as “Bhuland” or “Bhulan”, this
completely blind yet sensitive animal that depends on a
highly developed echo-locator system was first put under
the protected list during the rule of Emperor Ashok and
finds reference in the historic Babarnama. Though the
European wildlife expert John Anderson reported in 1878
that the playful mammal was seen in abundance in most
rivers flowing from the Himalayas, it became rare as
development and commercial fishing changed the nature of
their habitat. While villagers along the Sutlej and the Beas
are quoted as having confirmed that they had never seen a
“Bhuland” for the last three decades or so, on December 21,
2007, Rajkumar reported the spotting of two dolphins
during a routine patrol. Subsequent investigations by the
WWF team have established the presence of at least six
specimens in the Harike lake, which is among the top
Ramsar sites worldwide, being a major winter nesting site
for thousands of rare migratory birds. The presence of the
dolphins there has sent a wave of excitement among the
wildlife experts globally. Dr. Behera said, “Although the
physical appearance of the dolphins sighted resembles the
Indus River Dolphin (Platanista gangetica minor),
confirmation of this species can only be validated after
detailed study and investigation, as this could be the Indus
Dolphin as found in Pakistan or a sub-species.” He said the
various theories about the presence of the dolphins need to
be explored. Freshwater dolphins swim in some of the
world’s mightiest rivers, including the Ganga, Indus,
Yangtze and Amazon. The WWF has suggested that till a
detailed conservation action plan is formulated, the Punjab
Government must initiate a campaign to promote public
awareness about the animal and protect the five habitats
which have been identified so far. It has recommended
immediate steps for protection and monitoring of the located



India pushes for joint
projects on climate
change, Himalayan
ecology with China
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dolphin population, while the Forest Department should
depute frontline staff for patrolling the stretch of the Beas
river.

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 12:In the first tentative steps
towards engaging China on the sensitive question of sharing
information on the fragile Himalayan ecology, India is
pushing for joint projects on earthquake research and
disaster management. The issue will come up in the
conversations Prime Minister Manmohan Singh will have
with China’s top political leadership on Monday during his
three-day official visit starting Sunday. Efforts are
underway to reflect this in the joint declaration at the

culmination of the visit. According to sources, this would
broaden the scope from just sharing hydrological and flood
season data of Himalayan Rivers — essentially the Brahmaputra
and Sutlej. India has been taken by surprise on more than one
occasion on environmental issues related to Himalayan ecology
largely due to lack of information from the Chinese side. There
are positive indications from Beijing that it is, in principle, willing to
work on joint projects in earthquake management and climate
change.

A better understanding of the Himalayan ecology on the Chinese
side is crucial for India as many rivers originate from there. The
Western Himalayas are in the sensitive seismic zone and hectic
Chinese developmental activity has impact on the fragile
Himalayan ecology. The government, however, is aware of
China’'s tendency to delay matters in implementing such
cooperation. For instance, it was agreed over a year ago to set up
an expert committee to share data on the Sutlej, Brahmaputra
and Lohit rivers but so far only one introductory meeting has
taken place. In fact, China did not name its representative for
several months and it took prodding at the political level for the
meeting to convene. Top officials indicate that China has always
been reluctant to cooperate on ecological issues relating to the
Himalayas as it boils down in many cases to the region around
the Tibetan plateau which has political overtones for Beijing.



Wildlife dept to hold
first ever census of
Himalayan Monal

Jotirmay Thapliyal for
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For the first time, Uttarakhand Wildlife authorities are
trying to ascertain the true numerical count of its State bird
Himalayan Monal. The pheasant keeps a commendable
presence in the higher reaches of Nandadevi, Govind and
Gangotri National parks and the Kedarnath wildlife
sanctuaries of the State. There is so far no population
database of Himalayan Monal vis-a-vis Uttarakhand. "Being
a State bird, it is very important to know its numerical
strength in Uttarakhand," Chief Wildlife Warden Srikant
Chandola told The Pioneer. He disclosed that the census
exercise would begin on February 29 and would be carried
out by the forest authorities. He apprised that the census
would also include estimation of vultures, peacocks and
other birds. The number of Monal has always been a matter of
curiosity among bird lovers of Uttarakhand. Welcoming the
decision to conduct the census, a bird expert JP Sati said such
census would bring out the true population of this important
pheasant of the State. He confirmed that till date no such
population estimation of Monal has ever been done. With its
distribution along the Himalayas from Eastern Afganistan
alongwith North Pakistan to Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh, that
includes Uttarakhand, Himalayan Monal has a distinct position
among pheasants due to its prominent build, brilliant plumage and
strong association with local folklore. Its importance in the
Himalayas can be gauged from the fact that it was the national
bird and was also the State bird of Himachal Pradesh till August
last year. Uttarakhand is one of the richest bird areas of the
country and harbours as many as 50 per cent of the total bird
diversity in the country. It has more than 600 bird species.
Meanwhile, the State Wildlife Department is also holding
preparations to hold its bi-annual census in May end. The
necessary directives have been issued to the officials for the
conduct of the census and making the figures available to the
department. Significantly, the bi-annual census of wild animals of
the State was slated to take place in 2007 but was delayed due to
the tiger census in the country.



Himalaya Yatra for
Ganga conservation a
success'
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Majority of Darjeeling
tea to go organic

Indrani Dutta
The Hindu, Thursday, 03
April 2008

Gopal Mani who led the Gau Ganga Himalaya Yatra to save
the Ganga from pollution has pledged to continue with his
tirade for the safeguard of the holy river. Interacting with
mediapersons, Gopal Mani said the Gau Ganga Himalaya
Yatra meant to generate awareness in the society towards
ganga conservation has been a big success.He said the yatra
started from Gangotri on Feb 11 and concluded at Ramlila
Maidan Delhi on Feb 29. "At Delhi we had an opportunity
to meet the President and put before the aims and objective

of the yatra", he pointed out. He expressed his concern over
Gangotri glacier being fast turning into a picnic spot. "The
religious sanctity of Gangotri, the origin of Ganga must be
maintained at all costs", he observed. Mani also conveyed his
concern for the cow asserting that the very existence of the
animal is at stake.

The Darjeeling Tea Association (DTA) has mounted efforts
to increase the production of organic tea so that the majority
of the champagne of teas is organically produced by 2010.
Industry sources say that at present about 37 per cent of the
total crop grown on the slopes of the eastern Himalayas is
organic tea, as per certifications given by European and
Japanese agencies. “Efforts are on now to cover at least two
more gardens that contribute 13 per cent of the total yield
under the organic cultivation norms,” a source at the DTA,
the apex industry body, told The Hindu. Given the fact that
the annual Darjeeling tea crop averages at about 9.5 to 10
million kg in volume terms, India would be offering around
five million kg of the brew as an organically grown product.
However, initially the crop would be lower as the
conversion process reduces output by half. It takes about
three years to convert a garden from conventional plantation
to an organic one. This involves not only a total ban on
chemical fertilizers and pesticides but there are also
restrictions on the use of some natural items. “For instance,
use of tobacco extracts for pest control, is not allowed,”
sources said. Pointing out that the movement on organic
production of teas started about 15 years ago, the sources
said that at that time it commanded a huge premium in the
international market with some of them selling at Rs. 10,000
a kg. Japan and Germany were two of the biggest markets
for organic Darjeeling tea although the U.K. and the U.S.
have also been buying this tea. Countries such as Germany,



which imports about 50 per cent of the total Darjeeling tea
output (both organic and inorganic), often re-export this to
European countries like the Netherlands and Switzerland. At
present the ‘queen of brews’ is grown over an area spanning
7,500 hectares in the Darjeeling district in West Bengal with
some of the gardens sprawling across steep slopes sometime
at a height of 6,500 feet. There are now 87 tea estates
growing Darjeeling tea. However, there is little scope for
increasing the output substantially although there is a huge
global demand now for teas, especially premium varieties.
In the beverage space as well as a nutraceutical, tea is being
re-invented. The sources said that the good news was that
changes in ownership and taking over of sick gardens bodes
well for the Darjeeling tea industry especially as
manufacturing processes and practices would improve, but
crop might not increase sizably even after the Centre’s
rejuvenation and replantation scheme, the Special Purpose
Tea Fund, which has now got under way.



Bahuguna demands
special policy for
Himalayan region
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Recent flood events in
Nepal, India and
Bangladesh that displaced
millions have stoked fears
that defences along rivers
in the region may not
withstand climate change-
induced floods, and could
result in bigger
catastrophes

BBC NEPALI SERVICE
Navin Singh Khadka
October 13, 2008

Pollution may hit
Himalayan monsoon

Famous environmental activist Sunder lal Bahuguna and Tehri
MLA Kishore Upadhyaya submitted a memorandum to the Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh demanding a special policy for the
Himalayan region that extends through different States of India. In
which they have mentioned that there is need for controlling
human activities disguised as development work which are having
a negative effect on the environment in the Himalayan region,
especially in Uttarakhand. The PM has assured the memorandum
signatories that the issue of consolidating environment
preservation and development would be raised in the Parliament.
Recollecting the Chipko movement he said that today the people
have little commitment towards caring for the environment. Even
though human existence depends on environmental resources the
level of public awareness and participation in conservation of
environment should be increased. Upadhyay said that the
memorandum emphasised on the role of Himalayas as permanent
water reservoir for many Indian States. The environmental wealth
in the mountains of Uttarakhand is suffering serious damage due
to improper implementation of development works. Indiscriminate
exploitation of the environment including smuggling of medicinal
herbs, deforestation and poaching of animals is also encouraging
the continued migration of people from the mountains to the
plains. The MLA said that the letter submitted to the PM calls for
formulation of comprehensive Himalayan policy that should
address all the States of the Himalayan region.

Experts say many infrastructures are becoming weaker while the
rivers' flows are getting stronger - a classic setting for projected
climate change calamities. Most floods this year were monsoon-
related and many would argue they had nothing to do with
changes in the climate. However, the Kosi disaster in eastern
Nepal that left millions of Nepalese and Indians homeless was a
different story altogether. The devastation was the result of human
mistakes. The embankment along the Kosi was not properly
maintained, resulting in it being overrun by the meandering river
even when there was no flood. The event has forced experts to
imagine what could happen if rivers like the Kosi swell as the
projected impacts of climate change take hold. "It is entirely
possible that some of the existing structures could prove
inadequate and possibly dangerous," said Rajendra Pachauri, head
of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). "They
might not be able to withstand higher frequency and intensity of
floods in the region," he told the BBC.

Higher levels of pollution in Asia may affect the formation of
clouds high in the Himalayas, perhaps disrupting monsoons and
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Pollution clouds over
Himalayas
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speeding a thaw of glaciers, according to a study on Monday. The
report, by scientists in France and Italy, found microscopic
particles in the air that can be seeds for water droplets at a
Nepalese mountain observatory, the highest in the world at 5,079
metres above sea level. It was the first time scientists had observed
such particles forming so high, far above those seen in previous
studies from Europe and Japan. "We think it's because there's a lot
of pollution in the valleys which rises and meets clean air masses
higher up. This creates new particles," Karine Sellegri at the
Universite Blaise Pascal in France, one of the authors, told
Reuters. The study, in the U.S. journal Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, said the particles might come from smoke
from people burning wood in Himalayan valleys. Still, the
scientists pointed to wider risks of the cloud-forming mechanism.
"Transport of pollutants from the densely populated regions of
India, Pakistan, China and Nepal to the Himalayas may lead to
substantial radiative forcing (warming effect) in South Asia." In
turn, that could affect the formation of monsoons, disrupt the
regional climate and have "dramatic impacts on glacier retreat" in
the Himalayas, they wrote. The U.N. Climate Panel said last year
that Himalayan glaciers, which feed rivers on which hundreds of
millions of people depend, could shrink to 100,000 square kms by
2030 from 500,000 now because of global warming.

The aerosol cloud was caused by air pollution in Nepal, India,
Pakistan and Western China, researchers said. Though scientists
have spotted similar aerosol clouds over the Arabian Sea and
Gangetic plains in the past, for the first time these ultra-fine dust
particles have been spotted at the pristine Himalayan heights.
French and Italian researchers analysed the air for dust particles at
an altitude of 5079 meters (about 3.1 miles) in Nepal’s Khumbu
valley. For comparison, Mount Everest’s height is 8848 meters.
These high altitude particles might alter the atmospheric balance
of heat and affect the yearly monsoon cycle in South East Asia.
With sizes ranging from 10-80 nanometres (one nanometre equals
one billionth of a meter), these particles directly absorb sunlight
causing warming of the lower atmosphere (troposphere). The
scientists have discovered two types of particles — those
transported to the valley (with size of around 80 nanometres) from
India, Pakistan, China and Bangladesh and those formed directly
in the valley due to photochemical processes (with an average size
of less than 10 nanometre). Aerosol clouds are at the core of a
global debate on the contributions of South East Asia in global
warming. Scientists reported that the combined effect of aerosols
and global warming can lead to a temperature rise of 0.25 degrees
celsius every decade — sufficient to account for glacier retreat in



Himalayan glaciers
receding at a faster rate:
IMD head
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Tibetan glaciers rapidly
melting
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We must protect
Himalayas: PM

TANS:
27 November 2008

the high altitude Himalayas — which are directly affected by the
aerosols.

Glaciers in the Himalayas are receding faster than in any other part
of the world and if this continues, there is likelihood of their
disappearing by the year 2035 and perhaps sooner if the earth
keeps warming at the current rate, Ajit Tyagi, Director General of
Indian Meteorological Department warned on Monday.
Addressing a one-day workshop held by Meteorological Centre
Shimla, Tyagi said 15,000 Himalayan glaciers form a unique
reservoir which supports perennial rivers such as the Indus, the
Ganges and the Brahamputra which in turn are the lifeline of
millions of the people in South Asian countries. He said the
current melting glaciers indicate that the Ganga, Indus,
Brahmaputra and other rivers that criss-cross northern Indian plain
could turn seasonal in near future. Tyagi said the department
would soon set up a radar in Shimla and quality weather forecast
would be available to the people a week in advance. He said the
department is also working out a plan to supply district-wise
weather forecast. State Horticulture Minister Narendra Bragta
suggested that another radar be installed for tribal areas to give
weather forecast in these areas which could be beneficial for the
people of these areas which are close to the Himalayas. Weather
experts from neigbouring states of Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana
besides representatives from the army also attended the workshop.

Glaciers high in the Himalayas are dwindling faster than anyone
thought, putting nearly a billion people living in South Asia in
peril of losing their water supply. Throughout India, China, and
Nepal, some 15,000 glaciers speckle the Tibetan Plateau. There,
perched in thin, frigid air up to 7200 metres above sea level, the
ice might seem secluded from the effects of global warming.

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh Wednesday called for mobilising "all
our resources to protect the Himalayas" from the threat of environmental
damage. IMF has also been involved in environment protection works in
the Himalayas," Manmohan Singh said after releasing a special postal
cover for the Indian Mountaineering Foundation (IMF) as part of its
Golden Jubilee Celebrations here. "There is no greater service the IMF
can do to its cause than by working for the preservation of the
Himalayan ecology and the environment of the Himalayas," the prime
minister said. "It is a matter of deep concern that the Himalayas are
being threatened by climate change. The Himalayan eco-system
supports the largest concentration of glaciers outside the polar regions,"
Manmohan Singh noted. He further said, "There is evidence that the
Himalayan glaciers are receding but studies have so far been
inconclusive on the extent of change and whether climate change is a
significant contributory factor. We need to develop more expertise and
capabilities in Himalayan glaciology. "But even the threat of



The Hindu-Kush-
Himalayan (HKH) region
in  South Asia has
remained a nagging gap in
the global climate change
knowledge bank.
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Eastern Himalayan
nations need common
biodiversity strategy
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environmental damage should spur our nation to action. We must take
all precautionary measures so that the danger, which lurks in the
background, does not materialize. We must mobilize all our resources to
protect the Himalayas. The IMF should be an important part of this
gigantic national effort," he added. "The last 50 years have been a very
productive period in the IMF's history.

In the absence of field studies and adequate data, the impact of
global warming in the area stretching from Afghanistan in the west
to Burma in the east is largely unknown. In effect, there has been
virtually no climate change adaptation plan for the zone, which is
ecologically hypersensitive, yet a vital natural service provider.
Millions of people in the region, most of them poor ones who
would be hardest hit by climate change, rely on these natural
systems including river waters and forests. But if what experts and
government officials from the region and international
organisations have recently agreed on is translated into action, the
crippling information gap could become a matter of the past.They
have come up with a plan to first gather key information on the
impacts of climate change in the region, and then chalk out
responses. "At present the lack of basic environmental data for the
Himalayan region is so serious that the IPCC, the world's apex
body on climate change, says that the region is a white spot for
data," say officials with the International Centre for Integrated
Mountain Development (ICIMOD). ICIMOD is a Kathmandu-
based international organisation that together with UNESCO
recently organised a meeting for the initiative."The meeting
discussed ways of systematically gathering and sharing the
information needed, developing a reliable picture of the present
situation, and formulating approaches to respond," they say. The
regional initiative is in line with UNESCO's strategy for co-
ordinated research on global change in mountain biosphere
reserves around the world.

Sikkim Governor Balmiki Prasad Singh has called for creating common
strategies among the biodiversity rich nations along the Eastern
Himalayan stretch. “We need to have a common strategy both in use of
biodiversity and conservation. It calls for constant sharing of information,
exchanges of research findings, knowledge about traditional practices
and institutional networking”, said the Governor in his inaugural address
at the international conference on ‘Sub-regionalism approach to
Regional Integration in South Asia: Prospects and Opportunities’ hosted
by Sikkim University here today. Singh, who is also the Chief Rector of
the University, added that the entire region of Eastern Himalaya is one of
the most globally recognized bio-diversity hotspots. Speaking on the
theme of regional integration, the Governor offered tourism as an
instrument in injecting such integration and cross border exchange. With
the contrasting features that we find in India, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, China and Thailand, tourism could be a major
economic intervention that would really foster regional economic



Himalayan villagers on
global warming frontline
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cooperation, he said. Sikkim University Vice Chancellor Prof Mahendra
P Lama said during the plenary session that fruits of sub-regional
cooperation can only be realized by a range of institutional
collaborations with countries that are contiguous neighbours.

Temperatures in the Himalayas are rising by around 0.06 degrees
Celsius (0.108 Fahrenheit) annually, according to a long-term study by
the Nepalese department of hydrology. The rate is far above the global
average given last year by the UN's senior scientists, who said surface
temperatures have risen by a total of 0.74 degrees C over the past 100
years. Lama has witnessed other changes in the roadless valley, 60
kilometres (40 miles) northwest of Kathmandu, where sure-footed ponies
remain the quickest form of transport. On top of unpredictable weather,
other dangers are increasing in Nepal's mountains because of climate
change. When the pressure becomes too great, the lake walls burst and
release millions of cubic tonnes of water that can wash away people,
villages and arable land. Researchers at the Nepal-based International
Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD) have said five
major glacial lake floods have hit Nepal since 1970, as well as at least
two in Tibet and one in Bhutan. The World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
calculates there are 2,000 glacial lakes forming in Nepal and around 20
are in danger of bursting. Mountain dwellers are seeing at first hand the
effects of global warming, but the changing climate will eventually have
dire consequences for a much wider section of Asia's population.
Himalayan snow and ice is a massive freshwater reserve that feeds nine
of Asia's major waterways, including the Indus, Ganges and Yellow
rivers. "In the long term, water scarcity will become a big problem," said
Sandeep Chamling Rai, WWF climate change officer. "There will
eventually be a tipping point where the amount of water from the glaciers
is hugely reduced, which will result in loss of water resources for people
downstream who rely on these Himalayan-fed rivers." The ICIMOD said
in August that climate change posed a serious threat to essential water
resources in the Himalayans, putting the livelihoods of 1.3 billion people
at risk.
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