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Background

The Himalayan communities are at  forefront of  vulnerabi l ity due to
upcoming threats of  c l imate change.  Several  past  researches had
shown the different ways of  vulnerabi l ity assessment which are
mostly at  generic  level  but not at  specif ic  level .  This  phenomenon
has ignored mostly the marginal  communities of  the Himalayan
states in respect to their  l ivel ihood options as wel l  as  economic
perspective.  Any of  the consequence of  c l imate change may directly
affect  these communities.  In view of this ,  there is  a  need to assess
the vulnerabi l ity levels  of  the major communities in the Indian
Himalayan region ( IHR).  The different communities are differently
vulnerable to different r isks.  
Vulnerabi l ity is  a  dynamic and its  dynamism therefore should include the identif ication and
assessment of  vulnerable communities in real  perspectives.Finding effective ways for  adaptation to
cl imate change and to make the communities c l imate resi l ient are the real  chal lenges.  This  is  a lso fact
that there is  no such evidence or  example where and how cl imate change is  going to impact the
indigenous Himalayan communities.A cl imate resi l ient community is  a  self-rel iant in their  l ivel ihoods
as wel l  as  managing pandemic s ituations l ike Covid-19 r isks.  The adaptive capacity of  the communities
may be reinforced with the feel ing of  inclusiveness,  engagement,  information sharing and connecting
societies through improving the l ivel ihood options of  the vulnerable Himalayan communities.  This  wil l
eventual ly  reduce pressure on conventional  but l imited natural  resources and also wil l  enable to
develop a self-rel iant system of the vulnerable communities.

Adaptation & Resil ience Building
Challenges for  the Himalayan Communities:

Climate Change & Covid-19

Focusing on vulnerable communities of  IHR,  an
attempt to address these issues and identifying
exist ing gaps therein would be an important scope.
The conference aims to del iberate the chal lenges of
the vulnerable communities of  the Himalaya and to
develop adaptive and resi l ience bui lding capacity in
wake of  c l imate change and situations l ike Covid-19.



Key thematic sessions
Climate vulnerability framework for identification of the vulnerable
communities in the Himalayan Region (IHR)
Adaptation and resilience building mechanism for fostering climate
smart communities in Covid-19 scenario 
Formulating policy guidelines for the vulnerable communities of the
Himalaya
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G.B.  Pant National  Institute of  Himalayan Environment (GBP-NIHE) establ ished
at Kosi-Katarmal ,  Almora in 1988-89 as an autonomous Institute of  the Ministry
of Environment,  Forest  & Cl imate Change (MoEF&CC),  Govt.  of  India.  GBP-NIHE
is identif ied as a  focal  agency to advance scientif ic  knowledge,  to evolve
integrated management strategies,  demonstrate their  eff icacy for  conservation
of natural  resources,  and to ensure environmental ly  sound development in the
entire Indian Himalayan Region ( IHR).  The R&D programmes of  the institute are
broadly based on the stakeholders’  needs and are carr ied out by HQ. and 05
regional  centres across the IHR – i )  Ladakh Regional  Centre (Leh,  Ladakh) ,  i i )
Himachal  Regional  Centre (Mohal-Kul lu,  Himachal  Pradesh) ,  i i i )  Garhwal
Regional  Centre (Sr inagar-Garhwal ,  Uttarakhand) ,  iv)  Sikkim Regional  Centre
(Pangthang,  Sikkim),  and v)  North-East  Regional  Centre ( Itanagar,  Arunachal
Pradesh) ,  a long with Mountain Divis ion housed at  MoEF&CC, New Delhi .  
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